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Description of Procedure or Service
Tumor-treatment fields therapy is a noninvasive technology that uses alternating electrical fields.
It is used to treat glioblastoma multiforme, and has been proposed for use in other tumor types.
Background
Glioblastoma, also known as glioblastoma multiforme (GBM), is the most common form of
malignant primary brain tumor in adults, comprising approximately 15% of all brain and central
nervous system tumors and more than 50% of all tumors that arise from glial cells. The peak
incidence for GBM occurs between the ages of 45 and 70 years. GBMs are grade IV
astrocytomas, a rapidly progressing and deadly type of glial cell tumor, which is often resistant to
standard chemotherapy. According to the National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN),
GBM is the "deadliest brain tumor with only a third of patients surviving for one year and less
than 5% living beyond 5 years."
The primary treatment for newly diagnosed GBM is debulking surgery to remove as much of the
tumor as possible. At the time of surgery, some patients may undergo implantation of the tumor
cavity with a carmustine (BCNU) -impregnated wafer. Depending on the patient’s physical
condition, adjuvant radiation therapy, chemotherapy (typically temozolomide), or a combination
of the two is recommended. After adjuvant therapy, some patients may undergo maintenance
therapy with temozolomide. Maintenance temozolomide is given for 5 days of every 28-day cycle
for 6 cycles.
No standard treatment exists for recurrent GBM. In patients with disease that recurs after these
initial therapies, additional debulking surgery may be used if recurrence is localized. Other
treatment options for recurrent disease include various forms of systemic medications such as
bevacizumab, bevacizumab plus chemotherapy (e.g., irinotecan, BCNU/CCNU, temozolomide),
temozolomide, nitrosourea, PCV (procarbazine, CCNU, and vincristine), cyclophosphamide, and
platinum-based agents. External beam radiotherapy also may be used to treat recurrent GBM.
Response rates in recurrent disease are less than 10%, and progression-free survival rates at 6
months are less than 20%.
Tumor-treatment fields (TTF) therapy is a noninvasive technology that is intended to treat GBM
on an outpatient basis using electrical fields. TTF therapy exposes cancer cells to alternating
electric fields of low intensity and intermediate frequency, which are purported to both
selectively inhibit tumor growth and reduce tumor angiogenesis. Tumor-treatment fields are
proposed to inhibit rapidly dividing tumor cells by two mechanisms, arrest of cell proliferation
and destruction of cells while undergoing division.
The NovoTTF-100A™ System (Novocure Ltd., Haifa, Israel) has been approved by the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to deliver TTF therapy. TTF therapy via the NovoTTFPage 1 of 6
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100A™ System is delivered by a battery-powered, portable device that generates the fields via
disposable electrodes that are noninvasively attached to the patient’s shaved scalp over the site of
the tumor. The device is used by the patient at home on a continuous basis (20–24 hours per day)
for the duration of treatment, which can last for several months. Patients can carry the device in a
backpack or shoulder pack while carrying out activities of daily living.
Regulatory Status
The NovoTTF-100A™ System (assigned the generic name of tumor-treatment fields) was
approved by the FDA in April 2011 through the premarket approval process. The FDA-approved
indication for use is: “The NovoTTF-100A System is intended as a treatment for adult patients
(22 years of age or older) with confirmed GBM, following confirmed recurrence in an upper
region of the brain (supratentorial) after receiving chemotherapy. The device is intended to be
used as a stand-alone treatment, and is intended as an alternative to standard medical therapy for
recurrent GBM after surgical and radiation options have been exhausted.”
In September 2014, FDA approved a request for Novocure to change its products name from
Novo-TTF-110A System to Optune™.
In October 2015, FDA expanded the indication for Novocure’s use of Optune in combination
with temozolomide for newly diagnosed glioblastoma.
Related Policies
Analysis of MGMT Promoter Methylation in Malignant Gliomas
***Note: This Medical Policy is complex and technical. For questions concerning the technical
language and/or specific clinical indications for its use, please consult your physician.

Policy
BCBSNC will provide coverage for tumor treatment fields therapy when it is determined to
be medically necessary because the medical criteria shown below are met.

Benefits Application
This medical policy relates only to the services or supplies described herein. Please refer to the
Member's Benefit Booklet for availability of benefits. Member's benefits may vary according to benefit
design; therefore member benefit language should be reviewed before applying the terms of this
medical policy.

When Tumor-Treatment Fields Therapy is covered
Tumor treatment fields (TTF) therapy is considered to be medically necessary for the treatment
of newly diagnosed, supratentorial glioblastoma multiforme, as an adjunct to standard
maintenance therapy with temozolomide when ALL of the following conditions are met:
•

The patient has completed initial treatment with surgery, radiation therapy and
concomitant chemotherapy; AND

•

The patient is ≥18 years of age; AND

•

Has a Karnofsky Performance Status score ≥70%; AND

•

There is documentation of lack of tumor progression following radiation and
chemotherapy (see Policy Guidelines); AND
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•

The individual is willing and capable of wearing the device for at least 18 hours a day.

Initial authorization should be approved for no longer than 3 months.
Continuation of therapy requires documentation of lack of tumor progression while using TTF,
with a brain MRI every 3 months.

When Tumor-Treatment Fields Therapy is not covered
Tumor treatment fields therapy (TTF) is considered investigational, including, but not limited to,
the following situations:
•

•

As an alternative or an adjunct to standard medical therapy (eg bevacizumab, chemotherapy)
for patients with progressive or recurrent glioblastoma multiforme.
In the treatment of other types of malignant tumors, including but not limited to, pancreatic
adenocarcinoma, lung cancer and brain metastases.

Policy Guidelines
In the EF-14 trial, tumor progression following radiochemotherapy was defined as 25% or more
increase in enhancing lesions or any new lesions, as determined by imaging.
For individuals who have newly diagnosed GBM on maintenance therapy after initial treatment with
surgery, radiotherapy, and/or chemotherapy who receive TTF therapy as an adjunct to standard
maintenance therapy, the evidence includes an RCT. Relevant outcomes include overall survival,
disease-specific survival, symptoms, functional outcomes, quality of life, and treatment-related
morbidity. The EF-14 trial found a significant increase of 2.7 months in progression-free survival and
an increase of 4.9 months in overall survival with the addition of TTF therapy to standard maintenance
therapy (ie, temozolomide) in patients with newly diagnosed GBM. Although patients were not blinded
to treatment assignment, progression-free survival was assessed by blinded evaluators, and the placebo
effects on the objective measure of overall survival are expected to be minimal. This technology
represents a clinically significant option in the treatment of patients with GBM, for whom options are
limited. The evidence is sufficient to determine that the technology results in a meaningful
improvement in the net health outcome.
For individuals who have progressive or recurrent GBM who receive TTF therapy as an adjunct or
alternative to standard medical therapy, the evidence includes an RCT and nonrandomized comparative
studies. Relevant outcomes are overall survival, disease-specific survival, quality of life, and treatmentrelated morbidity. The single RCT evaluating TTF therapy for recurrent GBM did not show superiority
of TTF therapy for the primary outcome (overall survival) compared with physicians’ choice
chemotherapy. Because no serious adverse effects have been identified with TTF therapy, this raises
the possibility that treatment with TTF might reduce the toxicity associated with treatment for recurrent
GBM. A reduction in chemotherapy-associated toxicity without loss of efficacy would be considered a
net health benefit. However, this RCT is not sufficient to permit conclusions on the efficacy of the
device. Because the trial was not designed as a noninferiority trial, no inferences of noninferiority
compared with chemotherapy can be made. Also, quality of life assessment was measured in an
insufficient number of patients to reach firm conclusions on differences in quality of life between TTF
therapy and medical treatment. The highest quality study of TTF combined with medical treatment for
recurrent GBM is a post hoc analysis of the EF-14 trial. A high-quality, prospective RCT is needed.
The evidence is insufficient to determine the effects of the technology on health outcomes.

Billing/Coding/Physician Documentation Information
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This policy may apply to the following codes. Inclusion of a code in this section does not guarantee that
it will be reimbursed. For further information on reimbursement guidelines, please see Administrative
Policies on the Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina web site at www.bcbsnc.com. They are listed
in the Category Search on the Medical Policy search page.
Applicable codes: A4555, E0766
BCBSNC may request medical records for determination of medical necessity. When medical records are
requested, letters of support and/or explanation are often useful, but are not sufficient documentation unless
all specific information needed to make a medical necessity determination is included.

Scientific Background and Reference Sources
BCBSA Medical Policy Reference Manual [Electronic Version], 1.01.29, 8/8/2013
Specialty Matched Consultant – 9/2013
Senior Medical Director – 9/2013
Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel – 11/2013
BCBSA Medical Policy Reference Manual [Electronic Version], 1.01.29, 8/14/14
Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel – 11/2014
BCBSA Medical Policy Reference Manual [Electronic Version], 1.01.29, 8/13/15
Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel- 11/2015
BCBSA Medical Policy Reference Manual [Electronic Version], 1.01.29, 8/11/16
Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel- 11/2016
BCBSA Medical Policy Reference Manual [Electronic Version], 1.01.29, 7/13/17
Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel- 11/2017
BCBSA Medical Policy Reference Manual [Electronic Version], 1.01.29, 6/14/18
Medical Director review 6/18/18
Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel- 11/2018
Medical Director review 1/2019
BCBSA Medical Policy Reference Manual [Electronic Version], 1.01.29, 7/11/19
Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel- 11/2019
Medical Director review 11/2019

Policy Implementation/Update Information
For Policy Titled: Tumor-Treatment Fields Therapy for Glioblastoma
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10/1/13

New policy. Tumor treatment fields therapy to treat glioblastoma is considered
investigational. Senior Medical Director review 8/30/2013. Specialty Matched
Consultant review 9/18/2013. (btw)

12/10/13 Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel review 11/20/2013. No change to
policy statement. (btw)
12/31/13 Added new HCPCS codes, A4555 and E0766, to the Billing/Coding section. Removed
the following statement from the Billing/Coding section; “Providers will most likely
use E1399 and A9900 for claim submission.” (btw)
12/9/14

Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel review 11/24/2014. No change to policy
intent. Reference added. (lpr)

12/30/15 Updated Policy Guidelines. Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel review
11/18/2015. Reference added. No change to policy statement. (lpr)
12/30/16 Updated Policy Guidelines, Description and Regulatory status. Clarified non-covered
indications. Reference added. Medical Director review 9/2016. Specialty Matched
Consultant Advisory Panel review 11/30/2016. No change to policy intent. (lpr)
8/11/17

Updated Policy Guidelines section. Clarified policy statement: 1) as an alternative to
standard chemotherapy for patients with progressive or recurrent glioblastoma
multiforme after initial or repeat treatment with surgery, radiotherapy, and/or
chemotherapy; 2) as an adjunct to standard maintenance therapy in patients with
newly diagnosed glioblastoma multiforme following initial treatment with surgery,
radiotherapy and/or chemotherapy. No change to policy intent and the service remains
investigational. Reference added. (lpr)

8/25/17

Under “When Not Covered” section: clarified investigational indications. No change
to policy intent. (lpr)

12/15/17 Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel review 11/29/2017. No change to
policy statement. (lpr)

For Policy Titled: Tumor-Treatment Fields Therapy
06/29/18 Updated Description and Policy Guidelines sections. Under “When Covered section,
revised policy statement to reflect medical necessity coverage for the treatment of
newly diagnosed, supratentorial glioblastoma multiforme, as an adjunct to standard
maintenance therapy with temozolomide when ALL of the following conditions are
met: The patient has completed initial treatment with surgery, radiation therapy, and
concomitant chemotherapy; AND; The patient is ≥18 years of age; AND; Has a
Karnofsky Performance Status score ≥70%; AND; There is documentation of lack of
tumor progression following radiation and chemotherapy (see Policy Guidelines);
AND; the individual is willing and capable of wearing the device for at least 18 hours
a day. Title changed from “Tumor-Treatment Fields Therapy for Glioblastoma”
to “Tumor-Treatment Fields Therapy. Reference added. Medical Director review
6/18/18. (lpr)
12/14/18 Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel review 11/28/2018. No change to policy
statement. (lpr)
2/12/19

Under “When Covered” section: added continuation therapy criteria. Medical Director
review. Notification 2/12/19 for effective date 4/16/19. (lpr)
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12/31/19 Specialty Matched Consultant Advisory Panel review 11/20/2019. Reference added.
No change to policy statement. (lpr).
Medical policy is not an authorization, certification, explanation of benefits or a contract. Benefits and eligibility are
determined before medical guidelines and payment guidelines are applied. Benefits are determined by the group contract and
subscriber certificate that is in effect at the time services are rendered. This document is solely provided for informational
purposes only and is based on research of current medical literature and review of common medical practices in the treatment
and diagnosis of disease. Medical practices and knowledge are constantly changing and BCBSNC reserves the right to review
and revise its medical policies periodically.
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